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1. What kind of farmland do you like?

Sample answer:

| prefer the type of farmland that has a vast scenic area that can accommodate many
livestock such as cows, goats, and pigs. When | feel stressful, | can wander around the
large piece of land to relieve the stress and gebt refreshed. When | need some food, | can

get some vegetables plan inﬁ S me meats like beef, mutton, or
pork. efre IV ﬁ i

2. Did you d@ng work in your childhood?
SampIeA sw

No, | di | had no chance % P‘ li ities in my ¢ |I d There
wer ms in urﬁ hat | as the fac and

co les which atures of the metropolis.
QDO you ofte programs on TV or mobile phone? O
mple An ﬂ'
rarely w grams on TV nowadays; | mostly just use my phone. M ne is easie

t | can waic onllne | feel
ple who watch TV in my

to carry arour®, and there’s a greater variety of p

rogra
that most young people don’t watch TV an *ﬁ
family are my grandparents who watch the every day.

thgse

i o
wha iscuss :
L

bout

the actors.
. What colorsjare the walls of the rooms in your home? Q
mple Answ{_l' 9
@t of the wall§ in" my family are white, except for my bedroom which’s painted light jglu
becglise | like the color:“My parents prefer a rather minimalistic style of home decorign,
S e from the white walls, everything else in my home is in neutral colors li rey,
tan, and beige.

6. Do you prefer dark colors or bright colors?

Sample Answer: bt
It depends on the occasm@@oratl 9&9\ colors look better, but

when it comes to choosing outfits, most of what | wear is dark. Black, dark blue, and dark
grey are probably the most common colors in my wardrobe. | like dark colors more
because they’re cooler and more serious, which is the overall mood | hope to achieve
with my aesthetic.

7. How often do you take a rest?
Sample answer:
When I'm in school, | have a full course load, so | don’t have much time to rest. | would
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consider my lunchtime and dinnertimes as my times to rest because after I'm done
eating, | can go for a stroll with my friends, and that gives me energy for more classes
and schoolwork.

8. Do you take a nap when you are taking your rest?

Sample answer:

| don’t. | never take naps; it's just not a habit | have. | remember when | was in middle
school, we had these mandatory nap times aftgr lunch, and | could never fall asleep. The

only few times where I've t |6| g‘WS w I've pulled-an all-nighter

and | was feeling aw% F T eI z

9. Are there &)@portant trees in your country'? 0

Sample agswe

No, notﬁt | know of. g :@ are pretty com here |

live, ce Chinagj here are lots that grow i erent

cllm s. As far | I dont really think there is a at has @at
nt of signi my country.

. Do you places with trees attract more visitors than places ew trees?
ample a ? @
Yes | think that especially in large cities where natu so rare_to be foun{ people like %
to visit places with lots of trees. *S *‘
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Part 2

1. Describe a time when your computer had a problem
You should say:

What the problem was

When it happened

What you did for the problem

And explain how you felt about it

LJ
Sample answer: r e lga
One of my old Iapto robtem with its gr rd £ ard disk. Whenever |
gr

opened any at needed a lot of power from the d, my computer
would make% funny noises and shut down and restart |tsel this | had
trouble ftware such do ere Pro, s use my
older ter for these % @ a&
(0) y Iast we to make some small edits to a nd | co e
b red to op I er computer, so | tried to open Photosh p laptop. | m
e to closg a other applications so that the graphics car ldn’t be heavnly
urdened. er, to no avail, the moment the Photoshop apphcah?’nched, m
omputer’ n went black and restarted. As soon as it success vrestarted, i
automatically tried to open the Photoshop appllca hic e it restart again. This \A
went on for a couple of times while | sat th cIueI oughthof pressing down

the power button for a forced shutdown of my computer hen I+tr|ed ’to turn on the

o=t &
when
ly was :
only solution would be to wipe the computer and reinstall the system, which meant that

@all my files were gone. H
Iy,

%n reading was exasperated and sad for my malfunctioning computer and all t@

!hat | had lost. | was alserupset at myself for not making a backup of my files. é

2. Describe a piece of international news you have just recently heard

You should say:

What the news is about

Where and when you h&me 1 999

What you were doing w wSs

And explain how you felt about this piece of international news.

Sample answer:

Speaking of a time | heard someone talking on the phone, a recent experience popped

into my mind immediately.

As a part of the younger generation, | get most of my news online.
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The last piece of major international news | heard was about the current U.S. president,
President Trump, pressuring Georgia’s Secretary of State to manipulate the state’s
election results to be favorable towards Trump, so that he could win back the election.
The news article talked about a leaked recording of Trump pressuring Georgia’s
Secretary of State to, miraculously, “find” enough votes so that Trump could win in
Georgia, in other words, to cheat the election. The news article included quotes from the
leaked recording, as well as the statements and opinions. made by various other
politicians and officials concerning the seriousgnatter, with some critics even comparing it

to Nixon’s Watergate scan? 0 r e lgn L
on t efore dinner, and

| read this artlcledwﬁl was browsing through the news

when my fa wn to eat dinner, we talked a b|t about th|s t nestly, | was
surprised but | Wasn’t shocked hen ecause it wo the first
time thaéscandal involving s. Earlier msta cIude
all ’@ ts leadingy thg' talk of |mpeachm nt IS quotes on ter A
presi@ent meddlingin cratic election is a terrible thinds electlon ho ot

|ght for t of the U.S. as well as the rest of th or intern w

dents likg. m e results of this election could have a d|re ct on my
ospects studies. For others, it is a matter of international relati }ade taxe@

)
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@I still remember the first time | tried licorice.

@ ew years bought a bag of candy at the airport, not knowing there was licori

nd more.

«k

3. Describe a time when you ate somethln or the fII'S

You s

What yg

When y gl

Where 3

And exp bout

Sample answer:

e. On the utS|de of the_candy bag, there were colorful designs of candy drops
loved eating gummy candy, | thought that that was what | was buying. Wh

h and opened the bag, an overwhelming smell came to me. It was like th
sweet smell of cough drops and medicine. Maybe the candy will taste better than it
smelled, | thought, but | was terribly wrong. The taste of the candies was sweet and sour
and bitter all at the same time, with a strong and weird taste of herbs. It was almost like
the traditional Chinese rsm t of ro rlrgggy grandma forced me to
drink when | was little i the taste was so bad and

unexpected that | gagged.

| grabbed the candy bag and saw that it said licorice on it, but | didn’t know what it meant
so | searched online, and | found that licorice was a candy made out of the juice of the
licorice root, a strong-smelling spice. I'm not a picky eater, but | couldn’t believe that there
were people who liked the taste of licorice. | hated it. | later brought the bag of candy to
school, and sure enough, nobody seemed to like the taste. That was the first and last
time that | will probably ever eat licorice in my life.
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4. Describe a kind of bag you want to own
You should say:

What kind of bag it is

Where you want to buy it

How much it will cost you

And explain why you want to buy this kind of bgg.

oreign L

| would like to h?é ew JanSport backpack. It's a big ba adjustable straps

and four con¥ga nts. I've been using my old backpack for aII school and
high sc |ts pretty worn@ut, &%d tt should get a n
& why | wagi &n the brand J ags are d e and
time war oIIege I'll be using my backp single day
ptop and books around campus, so | want to m at my b
d quality, W ore, | really like the brand’s backpack deS|gn colors and sw
ealltom - Y,

yle of ba&packs that |
have in mind is around 400 yuan. | know it moge expensive than

normal but | thlnk it's worth it for the quallt d the warran Prefe;a'ﬁ y;’°1 would like to

of t

You should say:

hy you need use imagination
tthe diffi were o
explaln how you felt about it. é
S% answer: @

There was a time in middle school 'physics class where we needed to use our
imagination. We were covering a unit on outer space, and we had to make a model of
various concepts that we Iear.ned, including planets in_the solar system, black holes, etc.
Because we were in m mmn’t I:,]:QQQ the exact science and
theories behind the plarS arn I scriptions and what they
were like. Based on that, we had to make hand-made models. This was where | used my
imagination to invent something that could represent celestial bodies that no one has
ever seen with their naked eye before. The difficult part was that we also had to make the
object recognizable, in other words, the size and scale of the various planets had to be

relatively accurate, and had to resemble the planet in some way. We had to be creative
under these limitations, and this was a nice challenge.

What the situation was H
Ay
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Overall, | really enjoyed making the project. There was no wrong answer. What was also
fun was seeing other classmates’ interpretations of the same object, for example, the sun
could be a yellow paper ball in the hands of one student, yet in another, it could be a
spiky red thing with wooden sticks representing sun rays sticking out of it. Looking back, |
think that projects such as these that combined science with art and design were the
good memories that really stood out from my-time in school and really helped with my
understanding of different subjects.

6. Describe an occa |or¥| Qorwg Jfgsneth£or someone for a long

time

You should s&r 0
waited for

Who or what

you were waiting

@ﬁ\ﬁufg,z_%x >

®

pIe answer:

y little br a huge procrastinator, so | often have to wait for him ver we d
omethln er. There was one time when | had to wait for him for 319 that | go

very mad at hi ! t
We were plannlng on seelng the newest A engers movie together,, and 1 had already

already impatient. | was yelling at my brother to hurry or else we’ll be late, but he didn’t
seem to be in much of a hurry. After quite a while, he finally was ready to go, and by then”
‘lﬁere were only fifteen minutes until the start of the movie. We ran towards the movi
ater togetﬂiioivever, we were still late and missed the beginning. What’s worse
by the time"we arrived, everyone was already seated and the movie was playin
p glared at us for blocking their views as we went to find out seats. | was ext ly

t my brother, and from then on, | made sure to make him leave super earl that
we could be on time.

7. Describe an mterestsm 1 999
You should say:

Who you had it with

Where it happened

What the conversation was

And explain why the conversation was interesting

Sample answer:
| once had a really interesting conversation with one of my English teachers. This
conversation happened after my high school graduation when | dropped by my high

6
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school to chat with teachers and to grab some things that | left behind.

I was in his office when he asked me what were my plans for the summer and for college.
| told him that | didn’t really know, but | was taking the time to figure out what to do with
my life by trying new things and reading about different subjects. My English teacher then
proceeded to tell me about his college years and what he did afterward to give me some
inspiration. He talked about how he got interested in Buddhism after he graduated high
school, so he read a lot of books about te subject and practiced meditation at a

conservatory-near his ho T gnr allyinto punk rock music, and
during our conversatlon h 0 conne k rock and Buddhism. He

said that there e ots S|m|Iar|t|es in the ideas behln d he gave some
amazing me about the 3|m|Iar|t|es between Zen and the sp ck music. To
me, the cgnve t|on was reall [so enllghtenm pmng It
has got%ne interested j of phllosophy, st|II a
con@ﬂ n that | thn ecaII oncein a .#

escrlbe t| hen you made a promise to someone O

Q Why you mad@ the promise
What the promise is *

ou should ﬂ'
0 whom de the promise ,
< : And explain is it easy or difficult to achieve 4 g

ﬁ always tired and sleepy during the daytime, and she Iater found out that | was sneakily m
@readlng at night. She was really mad at me because she thought that it was bad for my”

alth, and so she_made me promise her to never do it again. In return, she said thath.
Id have ver books | wanted for Christmas and my birthday, so, naturall@
T N

It not an easy promise because sometimes | would get so mesmerized by@tory
that | just couldn’t put it down. But | found a way to work with the promise. | started
reading faster, and sometimes | would get up really early at four or five o’clock to read
during the mornings. Although there were probably one or two times where | broke the

promise to read for JustSﬁI& morrl%@and later, for Christmas
and my birthday, | still g promis

9. Describe a toy you liked in your childhood
You should say:

What kind of toy it is

When you received it

How you played it

And how you felt about it
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Sample answer:

When | was about five years old, my favorite toy was a mini piano. It cost my father like
50 yuan which was a lot of money at that time. At first, my dad refused to buy it for me,
but | really insisted on having one and | cried loudly in the mall as a little girl usually does.
Finally, my father felt embarrassed, and-he bought it for me after | promised that | would
cherish it a lot. | was well chuffed.

That was a long time ago, but | still remember.that it extremely resembled the real piano,

but in a really small size o play some music with it.
Actually, at the time, | 'g ing abo ust trled to remember it as
the same way to ber numbers. Often, | played it W|th and sometimes
we fought ov Y. Whatever that was a Iot of fun.

earn socializing and sharing with people, wh| of significarce

I thmk ng mstrumen r |d into music. Ma me of

the learn nts and flnal thing like mlng

mus ns. Comp t|V|t|es like playing ceIIphone uter games Wi e
addmtwe@ s can be a better choice. And playin ers coul

at opportyni
r kids; e@ or most Chinese kids because they are the only chll?vlr famllle@

10. Describe a computer/ phone game y jo*ym*e your ch.ildhood %

You should say:
What s
What it

When | was I|ttIe there wasn’t a great variety of computer games available. | didn’t own a

b

computer or phone, and | had to share the family computer with the rest of my family. ”
%&re is thls on me that’s preinstalled on every computer with a Windows system th

oyed sin as a kid. That game is Minesweeper.

elatively simple"game; there’s.a grid with lots of boxes that might have S

d them, and the objective is to clear the grid of all the boxes that are not min®gThe
onIy clues the player gets are numbers that show how many mines are in the neighboring
squares for every square. When | was little, | thought that it was a pure game of luck, so |
would click away at the screen, hoping to win by chance. Later on, as | learned how to
play the game, | was aSjn nd biﬁgg:ore and more mines. |
enjoyed playing it beca wer rt, you could win just
based on logical reasoning. At the same time, it was exciting to hold your breath and click
at an unknown box, hoping that it wasn’t a mine or else the game would end. | would
sometimes play with friends, taking turns to click at the boxes, and whoever ended the

game would be the loser. At a time where there weren’t many forms of entertainment
available, Minesweeper was the game that occupied many afternoons of my childhood.

Today, | still enjoy playing Minesweeper when I'm bored and am looking for a mental
challenge. | play against myself and try to complete a game in the least amount of time

8
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possible. To me, Minesweeper is one of those classic games that will stand the test of

Since 1999
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Part 3

1. Describe a time when your computer had a problem

1) Why people are addicted to computer?

Sample answer:

There are so many things that a computer can do, people hardly ever need to turn to
other devices. Aside from being used for productivity, computers are also great sources
of entertainment, allowing people to go online, play video games, watch movies, and
more. There is endless content on the interngt, and people can browse forever looking

for articles, videos, and oth@wiﬂff/e flsgflwthL

2) What peop d@/ia computer?

Sample ansv\i 0
p

leferen eo use the co uter S. Students use the
ragmmers use C rs to

comp te search onli
uters to m igital
a anlmatlo ; Q&'

writ e and desmp hers such as artis

. Descri e of international news you have just recently he
) How do e people usually get news?
Sample answer:
The younger generation usually uses social<fi€dia p

i *Twnter or Wechat to get i :
their news, while the older generation most likely st|II watches news.on TV or reads the Q

popular, or at least, it's more commonly discussed, because anything that happens on a
lobal scale has the potential to affect the lives of us international students. However,

T{fOple like m ndparents mainly pay attention to domestic and even local new
Imply becauseithey are retired and international news does not matter much to them. o

3&ou think children should pay more attention to the news? éé

S le answer:
| think they should. The world is becoming ever more globalized, and | think every single
person, no matter from which country or at which age, should know about the affairs of

the world. A single event from another country across the ocean has the potential to
affect millions of peoplemetemn ggyuld be good education
about world affairs for c

4) How is the news media changing recently?

Sample answer:

News platforms have gradually shifted their focus from traditional forms of media such as
television and newspapers to social media platforms and websites online. As a result of
such, the speed and accessibility that news can disseminate is at an all-time high. This

seems to be a good thing for getting timely news, however, it also brings up problems
concerning credibility and accuracy.

10
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3. Describe a time when you ate something for the first time

1) What kinds of foreign food are popular in your country?

Sample answer:

| think that in China, there are popular foreign foods from all over the world. For example,
for Asian countries, Japanese, Korean, and Indian cuisines are quite popular, and lots of
Chinese people enjoy sushi, kimchi, and gurry. As for Western countries, | would

American fast food is the ﬂ?a @T edlngﬁtu c hamburgers and pie.
ou

2) What are youn *ple s opinions on new food? How ab
Sample ans 6

| feel tha you people are nces and try| ew food
becaus y grew up w, |Ie lized, which m hey ve
re to dlff dlfferent cultdre .ﬁ ere still y . Old

smce the have eaten mainly local, tradi ood their who
t not be u tastes.
Should t and parents teach children how to cook?
ample a
Q | think they shOuld. Not only is it an essential life skil t co is also something that %
can bridge cultures and spread joy. Every ren different foods that are

<

—

o
-
<

@brlng back memories of their hometown, of their childhood, or of their local culture.

®

special to the culture and learning to cook

a way to cont ue culjural {radltlons while

v people
move to different cultures with different food, whenever they eat thelr local food, it will

_ ‘j! O
&escrlbe a Kind of bag you want to own é

1 do women like buying bags?

S € answer:

Women buy bags for many purposes. Some use them to show their status and wealth,
especially those that buy expensive designer bags. For others, bags are merely
accessories used to accompany an outfit. Different outfits are needed for different
purposes in life, and thSiIl bagslﬂggay be more formal and
suited for the workplac nd may make a good

accompaniment to an outfit for partying or going out.

2) Is back-bag useful in life?

Sample answer:

Yes, it is very useful, because we can store lots of things in a backpack, making it the
ideal bag for outdoor sports and travelling. What's more, the backpack allows people to
carry the weight on their backs, leaving both of their hands free. | would say that it's
probably the most convenient bag.

11
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3) Why some people like buying expensive bags?

Sample answer:

Some people buy expensive designer bags to show off their status and wealth, in an
attempt to satisfy their egos. There are also others who like to collect expensive designer
bags that are limited-edition, and then trade or sell them. New designs of bags come out
every season, so people will continuously be wanting to buy more.

LJ
4) In the future, what cha “ e ?g
Sample answer: Fﬁ\ GF \1 n
There’s a curr trend of “wearable-tech” gadL re technology is

combined wi objects to provrde more functlons to assrs r daily lives.
Some ex mpl of thls includ monitor pe alth and
glasses t aid with drivipg d will apply to s well,
and i uture, th W bags that m h bIe batterle solar
pan to glve a
(9
. Describ you needed to use your imagination ﬂ'
) Is imag important for children?

nurture children’s creativity and JUSt let th hllgre‘n tend to be less

can help them do so. For example, some kids like to play dress-up and pretend to be

blems, If parents do not %

(=~

b

cooking or teaching, and creating these made-up scenarios in their head can help with”

tjﬁeir critical tqui? skills and understanding of different roles.

Q\Ihat kind o ogéupations need imagination? é

S Answer

| d say many professions need imagination. Imagination can be used to creat@‘t, to
solve problems, and do much more. Aside from typical creative professions like being an
artist, scientists, teachers, and even politicians need imagination to come up with
inventive new ways to solve problems.

ooossams e SIACE 1999

Sample Answer:

Yes, they do. Imagination is used to come up with creative solutions to many scientific
problems and it can also be used to come up with new theories to be tested when facing
the unknown, as is commonly found in the work of scientists working with theory. For
example, the Big Bang Theory that describes the origin of the universe started as an idea
from some scientist’s imagination, and only after the idea is formed, can it be tested in
real life using observational equipment.

12
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5) Do the employees in a company need imagination?

Sample Answer:

| believe they do. The imagination they need might be different from the imagination used
by artists and writers, but still, nonetheless, imagination can assist them to be more
productive and creative. Companies value innovation and the ability to “think-outside-of-
the-box”, both of which need plenty of imagination.

6. Describe an occasio UTneeifg%ﬁth Zor someone for a long

time

1) How do you m gtim /

Sample Ans S

| manage ime By wearing a wa h an atit to keep he time.
What | to be really elp prOJect is to s er for
mys example S|gnment that around two rs, I'll
set er on myayaf® WO hours This way, W|th a t|m to procr e
I nd focus hat I'm doing.

@
m Descri teresting conversation (l @
Q 1) What do yoling people have conversatlon about !

Sample answer:

Young people talk about everything rangln rom current vents _{os everyday gossip.

ﬂ nds topics
: .

o

-l

<

social

Sample answer:
Contrary to what many people may believe, | think that in this era of technology, people

WA
2
~
s

H

Ik more th they did before. Even though there might be fewer face-to- fac °
versations? pIe now have more convenient ways of conversing through so@
|a or even émail. é

3 you think in the job we need a good conversation? @

Sample answer:

| think we do. In the workplace, people still rely on communication and good relationships
to get work done. Even though lots of things can be replaced by technology nowadays, |
don’t think that it can SﬁMractli gggsatlons are still key to
building better trust an { een efinitely needed in the

workplace.

8. Describe a time when you made a promise to someone
1) Generally speaking, whether parents in China make promises to their children?
Sample answer:

13
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| would say that parents do sometimes make promises to children in China. | think most
often it is a promise of some sort of reward for doing something good, such as getting a
good grade or a good rank in school.

2) Do children make promises to their parents?

Sample answer:

Children do make promises to parents, but usually, it's at the request of the parents. For
example, some parents might make kids prorgise to never smoke cigarettes or to clean
their room every week I ﬂnr q ffective method because
the promise isn’t init D?h ra gn reld@Cta ntI agree to what their

parents want.

3) Do mo p&\e keep their prgmi
Sample wer: k
Yea most p ey their promlses or-at %to Othe there

wou e no tru people and society would be erous and u
to live in.a'

@ Descri you liked in your childhood (l @

Q 1) How do advertisements influence chlldren?
Sample answer:
Q : Advertlsements are more and more appea| g nowadays anhd chﬂciren are likely to be

o=
e
-t
<

rtise ; come a
attracte them ®ihd have
ore easily

Sample answer:
@I don’t think so. Advertising may be misleading sometimes but it offers kids more chmces”

Tﬂ purchasing Eis,and foods. Also, kids and their parents can learn about product

éhout goin _‘hoppmg mall which brings them a lot of convenience.
3 ou think parents should buy.more toys for their kids or spend more ti h
thiggr™

Sample answer:

Compared with buying more toys, | think spending more quality time with them is more
important. Parents are always working hard to earn money and can’t spare much time to

accompany their childr griﬁ am01999| for children’s growth.
After all, moral encoura re pL rial things.

4) What's the difference between the toys kids play now and those they played in the
past?

Sample answer:

Well, compared with the toys kids played in the past, toys for children nowadays tend to
intelligence development and hands-on ability of children. What's more, the types are
also more diverse. In the past, toys were quite simple and limited. Nowadays, big toy
stores like Hamleys are everywhere.

14
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10. Describe a computer/ phone game you enjoy playing since your childhood

1) Why do more and more young people like playing electronic games?

Sample answer:

Young people are always busy with work or with-school, so they need a way to relax and
they turn to video games. Most people have smartphones and access to the internet to
play video games, and playing games togethgr with friends is a lot more fun. There’s a

large variety of games to 56 b e) fg ure tg find games that suit their
interests. ? T i n za
2)What will pox)enagers spend too much time playing compu%s?

Sample agswel® Ly
When (%agers spend {po ti n W't s, they negle«Qe'r other
dut@e schoolwo, Vi ard stories abodut w re addicted@video
gamd and even gkipP ool to play games. They faile ir classes andtsﬁuto
5% @

r tagradeas
Should and teachers prevent children from playing games? w y,
ample a

QI don’t think that parents and teachers should entirely preévent children™from playing
computer games, but | do think that they *d sepren li the tin}e allowed to play
S

games. Some kids might use video game relax, but | am sure ma;t mmany kids have

gotte i jont withegissies school g
: work at E
Q t i C ganes? E -
H ying eople’s

ﬁ reflex and reaction speeds, especially if they play games that require split-second
@decision making or fast controls. | think this could be a benefit for people playing sports.”

tjﬂdeo games ate also good for taking people’s minds off work and relaxing. ~.
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