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Hometown

What’s (the name of) your hometown?
Is that a big city or a small place?
How long have you been living there?
Do you like your hometown?

Work & Study

Do you work or study?

Do you like it? Do you find it interesting?

What do you find most difficult with your job/studies?
Do you think your job/subject is easy or difficult?
What are you planning to do in the future?

House & Accommodation

What do you like most about the house/apartment you live?
Compare the place you grew up and you live now.

Who do you live with?

What room does your family spend most of the time in?

Do you live in a house or a flat?

What's the difference between where you are living now and where
you have lived in the past?

What's your ideal house? Why?

Names

Do you like your names?

Does your name have any special meaning?

What kinds of names are popular in China?

Are there many Chinese people who have the same names as you?
Is there any tradition about naming babies?

SEMFHRER

Borrowing/Lending

Have you borrowed books from others?

Have you ever borrowed money from others?

Do you like to lend things to others?

How do you feel when people don't return things they borrowed from
you?

Change
What do you plan to change next year?
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Do you like changes? Why?
Are there any changes in your hometown?
Have you changed a lot since your childhood?

Decoration

What’s your home’s decoration?

What kind of decoration do you want to have?

Do Chinese people like redecorating their home?

What’s your favourite colour when decorating your home?

Discussion

What do you like to talk about?

Did you change the way you discuss when you were a child?
Do you change your opinions frequently?

In a hurry

What do you always do in a hurry? Why?

What kind of things would you never do in a hurry?
Do you usually go out in a hurry?

Do you like to be in a hurry?

New Year celebration
How to celebrate the New Year?
Have you ever celebrated New Year that you still remember?

Picnic

Did you go on a picnic when you were a child?

How often do you go on a picnic now?

Where do you go on a picnic?

What is the difference between a picnic and cooking at home?

Rest

Do you prefer a long break or several short breaks?
What do you usually do during a break?

Why do you need to take a break?

How often do you take a break?

Study

What subjects are you studying?

Do you prefer to study in the mornings or in the afternoons?
Are you looking forward to working?

Do you like your subject? (Why?/Why not?)

Plant trees

Do you like trees?

Are there any important trees in your country?

Is there a forest near your hometown?

Would you like to live in a place that has a lot of trees?

Where can one find trees (or forests) in your country?

Do you think places with trees attract more visitors than places with
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few trees?

Did you ever climb trees when you were a child?
Have you ever planted a tree?

Do you think more people should plant trees?

Weekend

What do you usually do on weekends?

Did you do anything special last weekend?

What will you do next weekend?

What do other people in your hometown usually do on weekends?

Recycle

Do you recycle now? Why?

Did you recycle when you were a kid?
Will you recycle in the future?

What kind of things do you recycle?

Singing

Do you often like to sing?

When do you like to sing?

How much time do you spend in singing every day?
What kinds of music do you like to sing?

Is it difficult to sing well?

Do you want to be a singer?

Would you like to learn more about singing in the future?

5YrERIEE
Book

Do you like reading?

What kind of books do you read?

Do you read electronic books?

Do you read books related to your profession?

Furniture

Do you have a lot of furniture in your home?

Is there anyone who bought furniture for you?
What kind of furniture would you like to buy?
Which furniture do you like best in your home?

Maths

Do you think mathematics is important?

Do you think it's difficult to learn mathematics well?
Are girls generally good at mathematics?

Do you often use a calculator?

Text message

Do you like texting?

Do you prefer sending or receiving messages?
Have you ever received a confusing text message?
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In what circumstances is making a phone call better than sending a
text message?

Handwriting/Computer

What will you choose to write?

Will handwriting be replaced?

How important is handwriting to you?

Science class

Do you like science classes?

Did you have science classes in primary or high school?
Do you think science classes are important?

What kind of science experiment did you do at school?

Sports

Have you done sports?

What sports do you like doing?

Are sports popular in China?

What kind of sports do you want to try?

TV programs
Do you watch TV programs?
Do you watch any specific kind of sports program?

Clothes

What’s your favourite colour of clothes?

What kind of clothes do you never wear?

What kind of clothes do you usually wear?

Do you wear the same style of clothes on weekdays and weekends?

Window view

What scenery can you see from the window of your home?

Do you like to watch the scenery from your window?

Do you want to live in a house with beautiful window views?

How do you feel when you cannot see any beautiful view from your
window?

5 SRS

Farm

What kind of farmland do you like?

Did you do farming work in your childhood?

What is the most suitable animal kept in the farm?
Have you visited a farm?

Do you think farming is important?

Museum

Do you like going to museums?

Are there any museums or galleries in your hometown?
Have you ever visited any of these art galleries or museums?
Did you go to any museums when you were a child?
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Tidy

Are you a tidy person

Do you think if one needs to be always tidy?

Stage of life

Do you enjoy your current stage of life?

In which stage of your life were you the happiest?

Which stage of your life do you think is the most important?
What is your plan for your next stage of life?

Happiness

Is there anything that makes you feel happy lately?
What do you do to stay happy?

Can you stay happy all the time?

Is it important to be happy?

Part 2/ 555

e
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Describe an intelligent person you know

Do you think smart people tend to be selfish?

Who do you think plays a more important role in a child’s
development, teachers or parents?

Why are some children more intelligent than others?

Describe a person who shows his or her feelings openly

Is it difficult for Chinese to express their feelings?

Who do you think talks more? Children or grown-ups?

What is the difference between males and females in terms of
expressing their feelings?

Why do you think people these days are not as open as those in the
past?

Describe a polite person you know

What is the standard of being polite?

What behavior will be regarded as impolite?

Who are more polite? People from cities or those from the
countryside?

What do you think makes people polite?

Describe your favorite singer or band

What kind of music do people like at different ages?

What kind of music is popular in China now and what kind will be in
the future?

Do you think the most popular singer is the best one?

Describe a family (not your own) you like

5
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Who is usually the leader in a Chinese family?
How do grandparents take care of grandchildren?
What is the most important quality of parents?
How can new parents learn about parenting?

Describe a person who you like visiting but would not like to
live together

What kind of apartment/flat do most people in your country like living
in?

How do people visit each other?

Describe a person who often helps others.

Why are some people willing to help others?

In what kinds of professions do people help others more?

Who should teach children to help others? Parents or teachers?
Do people nowadays help others more than in the past?

Describe an old friend that you got in contact again

What is the influence of social media on friendship?

Why do people lose contact with their friends after graduation?

Do people in your country like to make new friends?

Do you think old friends are more important to the old generation or
the young generation?

Describe a friend who is a good leader

Who is the head of the family in your culture?

Are men better at decision making in a family?

Should a leader discuss with team members when making
decisions?

Do you think this (more men than women are leaders) will change in
the future?

Describe a person who you think wears unusual clothes

Do you think what people wear can influence their mood?

Do you think it is a good idea to buy clothes online?

What kind of clothes do people wear in the workplace?

What are the differences between clothes worn by old people and
those by young people?

Describe a home that you visited but did not want to live in

Do Chinese people like to visit other’'s homes?

What do Chinese people do when they visit others?

What kind of place do people in your country like to live in?

What is difference between homes in cities and those in the
countryside?

E¥HRiE S

Describe a toy you liked in your childhood
How do advertisements influence children?
Should advertising aimed at kids be prohibited?
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Do you think parents should buy more toys for their kids or spend
more time with them?

What's the difference between the toys kids play now and those they
played in the past?

What can children learn from playing toys?

What influences can children have if their busy parents buy a lot of
toys for them?

Describe a second language (not English) you want to learn

Do you think some people have a better command of learning things
than others?

Do you think it is necessary for foreigners to learn Chinese?

Describe a useful book

In your country, who would ask the children to read, schools or
parents?

Do you prefer paper books or e-books?

What kind of books do children read?

Do you think parents should continue reading?

Do you think printed books will continue to exist?

Describe a skill you can teach to others

What skills should be taught to children?

Why does the teacher need to be kind to students?

Which one do you think is more important, practical skills or
academic skills?

Describe a live sport event you watched
Is the live competition different from the competition of TV
What do you think of celebrities with high earnings

Describe a tradition in your country

How do people value traditional festivals?

What is the difference between festivals now and those in the past?
Do you think western festivals like Christmas are replacing traditional
festivals in your country?

Do you think it is wrong for children not to celebrate traditional
festivals?

Describe an art exhibition you have visited

Do you think art is important?

Where should the funding for art come from?

Do you think art has a positive influence on children?
Do you think art is related to freedom of expression?

Describe a piece of international news you have just recently
heard

How do Chinese people usually get news?

Which kind of news is more popular domestic news or international
news?
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Do you think children should pay more attention to the news?

How is the news media changing recently?

Do you think when reporters reporting the news, they can actually
change what happens?

Describe an ambition that you have had for a long time

Why is it important for teenagers to set goals?

What will encourage children to learn more?

Do parents and teachers punish children physically nowadays?

Who do you think has the greater influence on the goal-setting of
children, teachers or parents?

Describe a film that made you laugh

Do people like comedy?

Why do people of all ages like cartoons?

Why do some people like to make others laugh?
Should teachers tell jokes in class?

Describe the weather you like
How many seasons in your country?
Would you tell me some festivals about seasons?

Describe a large company that you are interested in

What are differences between state-owned enterprise and private-
owned one?

Which skills should you have if you own a company?

What do you think about charity organization?

Describe a perfect job you want to have

What kind of job do children like?

Do children like to choose the same profession as their parents?

Will people regret about their career choices when they become
older?

What should people consider when choosing jobs?

Describe a kind of bag you want to own
Why do women like buying bags?

Is back-bag useful in life?

Why some people like buying expensive bags?
In the future, what changes will the bag have?

Describe something you buy that you’re pleased with
How often do people in your country go shopping?

Why is online shopping popular?

How should sellers set prices for their products?

Do you think online shopping will replace shopping in stores?

Describe a good decision you made recently
What decisions do people make every day?
Why do people make decisions?
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Can children make decisions on their own?
When do people change their decisions?

Describe a team where you were a member

Which one do you think is more important, individual development or
team’s goal?

Do you think it is a good thing to have disagreements within a team?
Do you think it is good for kids to join a team?

How to become a good member of a team in the workplace?

Describe a photograph of you that you like

Why do people take photos?

What do people use to take photos these days, cameras or phones?
Is it difficult for people to learn how to take good photos?

How do people keep their photos?

Describe a type of sickness/disease or an ailment you have
suffered from

Are people in modern society easy to get illness?

What kind of people is easy to get illness?

Describe a short term job you want to have in a foreign country.
What are the differences between working in an international
company and working in a domestic one?

Why some people do not want to work overseas?

What are the benefits of working abroad?

What kind of job do you think people can try overseas?

Describe an area of science (physics, biology, psychology, etc.)
that interests you.

What is the best invention in the past one hundred years?

What is the influence of science on human life?

What can individuals do for scientific research?

What influence can international cooperation in science bring about?

Describe a line (or a few words) that you remember from a
poem or song

Are you good at memorizing things?

Do you think children would like the rhythm of songs or poems?
Why?

Do you think it is easier for children to learn a song or poem than
adults? Why?

What can people learn from songs or poems?

SEMMHERES

Describe a short trip you often take but do not like

Do Chinese people like travelling abroad?

Who prefers travelling abroad? The young or the old?

How much time do you think people should spend on a trip abroad?
Which is better for knowing more about a country? Travelling or
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reading books about it?

Describe an expensive activity that you enjoy doing
occasionally

What kinds of expensive things do people like to buy?

What kinds of expensive things do people like to buy?

What is the difference between women and men in buying things?
Why are some sports expensive? Are they for everyone?

Describe a time when you wait a long time for a people
How do you manage time?

Describe a time when your computer had a problem

What do people use computer for?

Should students be allowed to use computers at school?

What do you think of people who are addicted to playing computer?
Do you think computers make our life simpler or more complex?

Describe an interesting conversation you had with someone
What do young people have conversation about?

Do people have conversation more or less than they did in the past?
Do you think in the job we need a good conversation?

Describe an experience that you won a prize

What rewards can children get from school?

Should parents push their children to get prizes?

What kinds of rewards can companies offer to their outstanding
employees?

Describe a time when you get close to wild animals

What are the difference between animals in zoos and those in the
wild?

Why should the staff in the zoos teach the public about animals?
Why are people keen on keeping pets?

How can the increase of the human population influence wild
animals?

Describe someone or something that made a lot of noise

Where can people hear a lot of noise?

What may happen if one listens to very loud music using earphones
when they are running or hiking?

What can be done to reduce traffic noise?

Do you think the world will be noisier in the future?

Describe a mistake you have made

What can we learn from our mistakes?

Do children make mistakes easily?

What should parents do if their children make mistakes?
How do children benefit from using dictionaries?

10
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Describe a time you made a promise to someone
Do Chinese parents make promise to their children?
Do Chinese children make promise to their parents?
Will most people fulfill their promise?

Describe a time you needed to use your imagination
Is imagination important for children?

When do children need imagination?

What kind of occupations needs imagination?

Do scientists need imagination?

Do the employees in a company need imagination?

Describe a time when it is important to tell your friend a truth
Do you think we should tell the truth at all times?

How do you know when others are telling lies?

Sometimes people should tell lies, do you agree?

Do you think it is more important to win a game or follow the rules in
sports?

Describe a time when you doing something feel bored
Why do people get bored?
Why are people less interested in reading books nowadays?

Describe a time you wait in line for a long time

Do Chinese people often wait in line?

Do you think the development of technology has reduced the time
people spend on waiting?

What do you think of those who cut in line or jump the queue?

How can companies improve their customer service?

Describe a time when you saw children behave badly in public
What bad behavior do children usually have?

How should parents stop their children from behaving badly in
public?

Are parents these days stricter than those in the past?

Whose influence on children is more important? Friends’ or parents’?

Describe something you enjoyed doing with a group of people
What kinds of jobs need people to work in a team?

What can parents do with their children to make them happy?

How can children improve their social skills?

What are the benefits of boys and girls playing together?

Describe a time when you received good news
Where do people get news?

What kind of news do people like to read? Why?
How can companies tell the public its news?
What do you think of the news on social media?

Describe a time when you ate something for the first time

11
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What kinds of foreign food are popular in your country?

What are young people’s opinions on new food? How about old
people?

Should teachers and parents teach children how to cook?

Why do people like their local food?

Describe a time when you changed your opinion
Do children like to change opinions?

When do people change opinions?

Who do people turn to for advice?

Do people like giving opinions about politics?

Describe the first day of school

What do you think of kids going to school by themselves or picked
up by parents?

Which one is better, kids become independent or rely on their
parents?

How to develop children’s independence?

What are impacts of parents’ over-interference to kid?
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