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£ Bar chart

A H The line chart below shows the changes in percentages of
households that owned no car, one car and at least two cars in
UK during the period from 1961 to 2001.
Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the
main features, and make comparisons where relevant.

R H B DA 2Bk 1 9% 1 SR EE VR FAHA B AE 1961 42 2001 4 8] ()48

s, (BERAFNFE, B RN LA PREcE L2
e

G HY T F AR (5 B AT B, AEA SR A5 34T UL

1 EENE, mExEAdE, BB R

2. BEAEEER— B LR S AR O L, AP A 1 L.

BEREBZ BEEigtz%)
car ownership (in percentages)

80

.

70

&

/

60 \
50

M

no car

40
onecar
30 two cars or more
20
10
0 —T T T T ]
1961 1971 1981 1991 2001
SR 1. FEERE, WERAEED X, Bt L.
2. BEEAHESEN — USRI BA KL TL, R .
BARER In 1961, the percentage of UK households without cars stood
at almost two-thirds, which presented a downward trend in
the next four decades.
The percentage of families possessing at least two cars
presented a slightly different picture.
No families had two or more cars in 1961.
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Some people claim that many things that children are taught
at school are a waste of time. Others argue that everything
taught at school is useful at some time.

Discuss both views and give your own opinion.
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An important purpose of education is to equip students with
the knowledge and skills that are necessary for their success
in future careers and lives. When some people doubt whether
everything taught at school benefits children sooner or later,
my perspective is always positive.

Admittedly, it is a bit time-wasting to spend too much time in
memorizing theoretical regulations that can hardly be adapted
to later daily life. For one thing, subjects that children are
learning are basic disciplines that are too abstract to be
understood. For example, it is usually so tough for young kids
to comprehend the true meaning of the equations in
mathematics. Subsequently, all that children can do is
rote-absorbing. Similarly, the facts in history learning and the
regulations encapsulated in elementary learning are never
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easy for children, contributing to memorizing them
superficially. For another, for the lack of adaptability, students
only learn these courses for passing exams. After exams,
most of the so-called grasped knowledge is forgotten as they
never use it.

Actually, however, everything learnt at school will ultimately
benefit students sooner or later, even if these subjects are not
closely relevant to their future majors or careers. All curricula
taught are designed to equip students with knowledge and
skills in different areas. Subjects of science cultivate students’
ability of statistics analysis and critical thinking, which can
help them to handle daily business at a high efficiency; art
courses enhance students’ linguistic capacity that is essential
in daily communication. A good case in point in Steve Jobs, a
pioneer of Apple Corporation. His design of Apple’s typeface is
encouraged by his learning in aesthetics in the elementary
school, which seems absolutely inter-independent with
computing science.

To sum up, all the things children learnt at school are useful
sooner or later.
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rote-absorbing;
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relevant to;

statistics analysis;

critical thinking
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In some countries, secondary schools only require their
students to learn a narrow range of subjects related to a
particular career. However, some people believe that students
have to receive the general education across a wide range of
subjects.

Discuss both views and give your own opinion.
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