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WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

Nowadays, technology developments are causing many environmental problems.
Many people think that we should live a simpler life while others believe that
technology can solve environmental problems. Discuss both views and give your own

opinion.

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge
or experience.

Write at least 250 words.
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Sample Answer

Nowadays, while we are enjoying the convenience and efficiency brought by modern
technology we also suffer from some environmental problems it produced. The
polluted air, extinction of some species which used to coexist with human beings,
degradation of arable land, disappearance of forest...these make some people
spontaneously miss the good old days when the sky was clearer and the air was
much easier to breathe.

Admittedly, our ancestors managed to lead a simple and healthy life without
technology, which is desirable for modern people who have to withstand various
environmental problems. However, we should not neglect the fact that the advantages
of technology far outweigh its drawbacks. The increased economic productivity,
guaranteed national defense, better health care and educational resources, facilitated
life style, these are things our ancestors had never dreamed of.

Personally, | side with the people who claim that technology can solve environmental
problems. Ever since mankind realized the importance of environmental conservation,
the research and problem-solving efforts have never stopped. With cleaner forms of
energy, encouraged eco-friendly habits, implementation of suslainable development,
modern technology comes into full play. We remove the contamination in the rivers
and apply solar energy to power with the help of technology. It is so essential that we
may even not be able to figure out how the eco-problems are caused without it.

Overall, it is technology that makes our life a lot easier, though some damage to
our vulnerable environment may frequently occur. The gquestion is how we should
minimize the side effects of technology and find some solutions to the problems
caused. Most importantly, in spite of the fact thal technology can solve environmental
problems, we should not wait until the environment is destroyed, because that would
be too late.
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[iks'tink fan] n. 440
This will undoubtedly lead to the extinction of many species which constitute an
integral part of the local food chain.

coexist

[kauig'zist] v. 47

Do you think it would be possible for dinosaurs and human beings to coexist on the
same planet?

degradation

[.degra'dei[an] n. ili{t

Poverty and environmental degradation are combining to put at risk the very
essence of our survival food.

.
[di'zaiarabl] adj. fiif LM i
Studying abroad is something desirable for most of us. ﬂf,]

HE

environmental conservation
ER S
Everynne should realize the jmpnrtanoe of environmental conservation.

far outweigh
i KT, T
The benefits of cell phone far outweigh the risks.

national defense
B0
National defense should be strengthened at any expense.

figure out
fibiit
We must make every effort to figure out how the fire started.
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sustainable development
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Sustainable development quickly became the universal goal for environmentalists
in the 1990s.

contamination

[kan.t@mi'nei[an] n. j5 4

A team of researchers managed lo removed the contamination in the river,

vulnerable

['valnarab(@)l] adj. M

After so many years of development, our planet has become vulnerable.
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<. LFESE (Work and life )
1. Words & Expressions fi il B! ¥
#career plan I B 4]

® career ladderii! b 4 i 11
#compensation §i 1}l

ol i

AW I: “compensation” [ lL#E, fiffsalary. allowance.
bonus. commission. welfare, insurance’¥.

#job satisfaction | {1 15 /i

# promotion and raise 1% 7|15 I fif

#job hopping / jumping ship FEH

@ branch into other areas /" Ji 51 JL il 4111

g 1 “branch” ﬁ—-ﬁl.fl-"]-‘;l-{ﬂ\ ‘R ‘r‘F i’r’-m] -.‘-:41 “ArSLHLE. 'S 4
i)’

#interview technique K IBLEE Y

-
raps

&

<

#internal restructure |4 i 4l il
# hapless job-seeker 1= T A~Lf (1)1 & ?}.{i
@ the sprouting advertising billboards for recruitment agencies I [ i 4p #Lﬁ'}
" 44 I

| /hWik: “sprouting” fif “ KA. WHIK” MEM. —] #

#the exploding number of books and websites on wurk and wurk~relate:l

issues BT LA FRH G o) BRURR) 15 47 0 o

hWik: “exploding” 4 “HAFR " . R bR Bk, ok B
“ population explosion™

#financial independence #4317
# balance work and life 1“8 | {}: 45k
# the nine-to-five WL f1.01 L HE#
@ an important personal identity tag — 4~ TCEL = A Bk bai il
# bring personal fulfillment 4~ Akl
® labour market 47 % il 15
#graduale job fair Lk A4 00 =
i *fair® TS, (A AT, i “temple far”
R ST M. EBEAE CEMm T . i “the fair use” $ I
SRR oo B —
#be in the vanguard of the DIY career-makers [1 S0 ) A

| /M5 E: “inthe vanguard of...” 7 “fEd-- AR, K" .

203



HE s e 15 _
AL S VLA 5 A O R 1 ——E 4

# be highly stressed at work {15 /3 FHE A

42 US-style workaholic culture %50 L{FAL Lk

% a spell of unemployment 1]

hiit: “spell” R AR “HE" MR, o Benfel. b
", L “F 58" % “the spell of drought” .

#to freeze recruitment {4 1141

#advance the career with an advanced degree i Ui 142 Uy 4L T T 1§
®income / pay gap A, HiK 2

2, Sentence Collection & A 4

1rDoes work bring joys or sorrows?

TARN A REAR SR i R A7

| We seem to be workers on the verge of a nervous breakdown.
; 45 1 “on the verge of a nervous breakdown” $if £ H #li i ¥ 114

m: ‘u'_‘h"urk has bat_:_ome our “national cbsession”. _ - - _
i Al “pational obsession” 4 “ LT o XHEE TEC S AL
HEMFITAE RN Y.

IR R T EES

E Our work fixation springs from a series of profound changes in the nature
| of employment, all of which push work more deeply into our individual lives,
our families and our communities.

Do you think female employees can do a better job in labor market?
{R A A LoV B CAE I b W g e g ?

I | Women will shortly outnumber men in the labour force, and have been
E: flooding into work for the past few decades.

A kR 1 A PR TR M

“outnumber” (it L) & “flood into” 7 “HIAT . ¢ CRRHL)
A" &

The arrival of women has coincided with an increase in the levels of
personal interaction at work.
[ /MW s “coincide with” Jfi " G--iify, 8" , {EKEH B |
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Results show that qualities such as "vision", "charisma” and "inspiration” are
crucial to leaders at the top, rather than their position power.

+: Should job hopping be encouraged or discouraged?

T2 3 T S R 2 X R

' .ﬁ]ﬂt_: far life has_ alwa}fjs bE_EI"I a myth es_pecialfg in manufactuﬂn_g.
Wil “amyth” 3§ “BE” . WAL 0.

At any given time, one in three workers are keeping their eyes peseled for a

-

| new job opportunity.
| /hilst:  “keep eyes peeled” b Xy i 0. |

For most people who veluntarily quit, a better pay is the main reason for

=1 jumping ship. g
| s “jumping ship™ 4k HiflY . |

il

wr Should young adults undertake a period of unpaid work in the community? E}
AR NS VL AN 9 — B (B 76 65 DX AR ;f.

It is increasingly popular that young people volunteer on weekends in the

local community service center to help the people in need.
AN T “volunteer” — i BL{E 4, U] BLfF) T
“people in need” it “ R M BIHIN" .

| It can be argued that the advantages of doing unpaid community service are
enormous.

As far as the young people are concerned, they can develop a sense of

responsibility, independence as well as interpersonal skills in the process of
helping others in the neighborhood.
| /bWit: “asfaras..concerned” . fff “ike-ili " . |

The downsides of volunteer community service are worth mentioning.

downside, drawback, shortcoming, weakness, negative®$is. “be
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